
Defender of Play Boot Camp:  
 
No guts, no glory! This training  
isn’t for the faint of heart!         
Designed specifically for the   
early childhood professional who 
is ready to embrace and defend 
the value of play. This all-day 
training includes tough discus-
sions, documentation drills, 
brainstorming sessions and a 
“GO PLAY” obstacle course   
(aka: HANDS ON STATIONS).             
Participants will leave with a 
toolbox full of research-based 
artillery that will help them    
educate parents and others of 
the importance of play and how 
it IS the definition of develop-
mentally appropriate practice. 
Lunch will be provided. 

Denita Dinger: 

We gratefully acknowledge our partners for making this day possible: 

Date: Saturday September 16, 2017 
Time: 9:00 am – 4:00 pm  
           Registration & refreshments: 8:30 am 

Place: Days Inn Penticton,  
            152 Riverside Drive 
Cost:  $30 
            $25 (for current BCFCCA members) 

Penticton & District Child Care 
Resource and Referral Presents: 



 

 Denita Dinger is a defender of the joyful and valuable learning 
that occurs in child-led play. She is passionate about bringing that joy to 

all early childhood programs, and helping others see play for what it truly is: the 
BEST way for a young child to build the foundation for a life-time of learning. 
Denita is all about building a foundation for LIFE, not just getting kids in the 
doors of Kindergarten.  

Joyful learning is meaningful learning. It is not forced, nor is it 
memorized. Meaningful learning is self-motivated, permanently 
stored, easy to retrieve, prepares us for life, is full of joy and 
what Denita calls “the important stuff”. “Stuff” like: empowerment, 

independent problem solving, confidence, self-regulation, owning discoveries, cooperating, self-motivation, perse-
verance, struggling, handling conflicts, taking turns, asking for 
what we need, instigating, confidence, leading and listening. The 
important stuff builds the base for which all learning can success-

fully build upon lives in child-centered play. The “important 
stuff”, sadly, is being replaced by sit-down, rote, 
measureable, hurry-up-and-get-them-ready-for-
kindergarten learning.  
After 17 years as a family child care provider, Denita made a 
slight career change in 2014 and opened Kaleidoscope Play 
School. Her BS in Elementary and Early Childhood Education 
come in handy to help parents (and anyone who will listen) have 
age-appropriate expectations in this world where worksheets 
and other rote-methods of learning are replacing developmental-
ly appropriate practice.  

Denita's presentations are heartfelt, humorous, valu-
able and most importantly, REAL. She doesn't just 
throw out theory -- she is all about practice, and un-
derstands when people struggle with seeing the 
learning power of play. That struggle is something Denita 

knows well. She used to feel threatened if parents ever thought 
the children were “just playing” at her child-care, and therefore 
ran a rigid, heavily scheduled and adult-influenced program that 
was the complete opposite of what it is today. She knows, first-
hand, how hard and rewarding the journey is from a teacher-

controlled philosophy to a child-centered, child-led, play-based one. The results of her journey are what 
fuels her passion. She wants all young children to have the same, powerful learning opportu-
nities that the children who attend Kaleidoscope Play School enjoy.  
Denita’s presentations are always changing, as Tues- Thurs. she shares her mornings with ten 3-5 year olds. More 
often than not, what happened during the past week turns up in her presentations. Sharing fresh, successful learn-
ing moments she has experienced with young children is her pleasure. Her journey from saying: "We play for a bit 
before we get to the "important stuff". " to now, "Play IS the "important stuff". ", will motivate all early childhood 
professionals (and parents too!) to see play, and their role as teacher, in a different way.  
Denita has been a keynote presenter since 2009 and has co-authored three books with Jeff A. Johnson through 
Redleaf Press: “Let Them Play: An Early Learning UnCurriculum”, “Let’s Play” and “Let’s All Play”. Take a look at her 
Keynotes and workshops. Need something that's not there? Just ask! Denita is constantly developing new work-
shops, and what you are seeking may be in the works!  



 

Denita Dinger:  

Name: _________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone:___________________________________        Fax: ___________________________________ 
 
Address: _________________________________       City:___________________________________ 
 
Postal Code: _____________________________        Email:_________________________________ 
 
Morning refreshments and Lunch are provided:  
                                                                           
         I do not have any dietary concerns or allergies 
                   
                I do have dietary concerns/allergies: ______________________________________________                 

 

          I am not a BCFCCA Member, Payment of  $30  is due upon registration 
  I am a current BCFCCA Member, Payment of  $25 is due upon registration  
 

 Without payment your seat will not be held. There will be no refunds. 
 

Please Register by September 8, 2017 
 

3 Easy Payment options (please choose one) : 
 
1. By Mail: mail completed registration form and cheque made out to PDCRS   
       to:  PDCRS, ATTN:CCRR  330 Ellis St., Penticton, BC. V2A 4L7  
 
2. In Person: Register and pay by cash, cheque, credit card or debit card at  
     PDCRS, 330 Ellis St., Penticton  
 
3. By Fax: Fax completed registration form to 250-492-7572 with completed  
     authorization for credit card payment (below).  

 Payment Information:                  Visa                             Mastercard 

Total Amount to be Charged: 

Credit Card Number:                                                                       Expiry Date: 

Cardholder Name: 

Cardholder Signature:                                                                   Date Signed: 


